ir^                 FORTY YEARS IN INDIA.
that in this Christ there is something not quite congenial to
the native mind, not quite acceptable to the genius of the
nation. It seems that the Christ that has come to us is
an Englishman, with English manners and customs about
Him, and with the temper and spirit of an Englishman
in Him. Hence is it that the Hindu people shrink back
and sav, ' Who is this revolutionary reformer, who is
trying to sap the very foundation of native society, and
bring about an outlandish faith and civilization quite
incompatible with Oriental instincts and ideas ? Why
must we submit to one who is of a different nationality ?
Why must we bow before a foreign prophet ? *
" It is a fact which cannot be gainsaid, that hundreds
upon hundreds, thousands upon thousands, even amongst
the most intelligent in the land, stand back in moral recoil
from this picture of a foreign Christianity, trying to
invade and subvert Hindu society, and this repugnance
unquestionably hinders the progress of the true spirit
of Christianity in this country. When they feel that
Christ means nothing but denationalization, the whole
nation must certainly, as one man, stand up to repudiate
and banish this acknowledged evil.
" But is not Christ's native land nearer to India than
England ? Are not Jesus and His apostles and immediate
followers more akin to Indian nationality than English-
men ? Are not the scenes enacted in the drama of the
Christian dispensation altogether homely to us Indians ?
When we hear of the lily, and the sparrow, and the well,
and a hundred other things of Eastern countries, do we
not, find we are quite at home in the Holy Land? Why
should we then travel to a distant country like England
in order to gather truths which are to be found nearer
our homes ?
" Go to the rising sun in the East, not to the setting
sun in the West, if you wish to see Christ in the plenitude
of His glory, and in the fulness and freshness of the
primitive dispensation.
" Recall to your minds the true Asiatic Christ, divested
of all Western appendages, carrying on the work of
redemption among His own people. Behold, He cometh
to us in His loose flowing garments, His dress and features